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Education 
 
Professor Brendan Weekes gained a first degree in Psychology from the University of 
Melbourne (1986) and qualified as a clinical psychologist (1988) and then clinical 
neuropsychologist (1990) at Macquarie University in Sydney. While at Macquarie 
(now MACCS) he began his research career under the supervision of Professor Max 
Coltheart, first working as a clinical psychologist, research associate and finally 
completing a PhD in 1992. 
 
Employment 
 
Brendan began his research career in cognitive neuropsychology in 1988 mentored 
by Professor Max Coltheart and then Professor Glyn Humphreys at the University of 
Birmingham (UK), with whom he worked as a British Council postdoctoral fellow 
(1990). In 1991, Brendan returned to Australia to take up a Lectureship in Clinical 
Psychology at the Australian National University where he began his long-lasting 
research collaboration in the field of Chinese language processing with Dr May Jane 
Chen. In 1994, Brendan returned to the UK to take up a lectureship and then a senior 
lectureship in Clinical Psychology at the University of Kent and in 1999 he worked at 
the University of Hong Kong as an Associate Professor in Clinical Psychology. Brendan 
returned to the UK to take up his Readership in the Laboratory of Experimental 
Psychology at the University of Sussex. Although based in the UK, Brendan continued 
his collaborative work in East Asia (Hong Kong, Singapore and Beijing) most notably 
with Professor Yin Wengang at the Key State Laboratory of Mental Health, Chinese 
Academy of Science. At Sussex, Brendan began research in the field of cognitive 
neuroscience by establishing the first Human Psychophysiology Laboratory (HPL) at 
Sussex with competitive funding. As Co-director of the HPL, he supervised research 
projects using EEG, TMS, fMRI and eye tracking methods with psychology colleagues 
(Drs Hutton, Ferstl, Reby, Garnham and Oakhill). Some 50 students and post-doctoral 
colleagues from Belgium, China, France, Italy, Spain, US and the UK have carried out 
published research projects in the HPL since 2004. 
 
 
 
 
Postdoctoral and Postgraduate Research Interests 
 
Professor Weekes is an internationally recognized expert in the field of language 
and memory processing in individuals who have communication disorders as well 
as the application of cognitive neuroscience methods to the diagnosis and treatment 
of language impairment. 
 



Postdoctoral colleagues 
 
Dr. Liu Youyi (2007) Beijing Normal University. 
 
Dr. Zhang Qingfang (2007) Chinese Academy of Science. 
 
Dr. Steve Majerus (2006) FNRS, Belgium Permanent Scientist. 
 
Dr. Martine Poncelet (2006) University of Liege. 
 
Dr. Robert Davies  (2002) Sussex then UCL, Oviedo and Oxford. 
 
Current Students 
 
Francesca Citron, 2008-2010: Emotion word processing: Behavioural, EEG and fMRI. 
 
Kathrin Klingebiel, 2007-2010: Memory for serial order: bilingual speaking children. 
 
Stephen Hamilton, 2005-2010: Reading comprehension disorders in adult readers. 
 
Clare Jonas, 2008-2010: Letter and number processing in syneasthesia. 
 
Chiara Mazzi, 2008-2010: Count and mass noun processing: An EEG study.  
 
Previous Students 
 
Dr. Samantha Otero, 2005-2010: False memory in normal ageing.  
 
Dr. I Fan Su, 2005-2009: Processing semantic radicals in Chinese. 
 
Dr. Antonio Ibanez Molina, 2005-2009: False memory in Spanish-English bilinguals. 
 
Dr. Javier Ferriero, 2007-2008: Emotion and motion verb processing in Spanish. 
 
Dr. Ben Parris, 2002-2006: Is word recognition automatic? 
 
Dr. Caroline Castel, 2005-2006: Word recognition in French-English bilinguals.  
 
Awards/External Committees 
 
Professor Weekes is on the editorial boards of Aphasiology and Psicologia reflecting 
his interests in communication disorders and experimental psychology in different 
languages. He has also served on expert review panels for the Australian Research 
Council, British Academy, BBSRC, the Economic and Social Research Council, RGC, 
Royal Society, UK Medical Research Council and the National Institute for Health 



Research, USA. He holds an honorary (visiting) appointment at the Chinese Academy 
of Science. 
 
Brendan has served on many committees including the Academy of Aphasia and the 
ESRC and has been the Director of Laboratories and Technical Equipment, Ethics 
(Sussex), Undergraduate Studies, Ethics, and Clinical programmes (Kent). 
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